[image: image1.jpg]igh SChoOl
ta Grande Hig
vista ¢
,‘\,,





Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

This note (the second in what will be available weekly in the office and sent home with students on Mondays) will serve to inform you of upcoming events, opportunities to get involved and other important items.  You can start to get into the habit of asking your student for this letter each Monday or looking it up at www.vghs.org.  If you would like this to be e-mailed to you we will first need you to update your e-mail with Christine.  We will not share your address with any other parties.  You can send your address to her at ctorrez@vghs.org. 

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

November 6, 2007 (7:40-evening) – Student-Led Conferences.  No regular classes.

November 7, 2007 (3:00-finished) – Student-Led Conferences.  Regular school day

November 19-23, 2007 – Thanksgiving Holiday.  No school all week

Social Justice and School Choice:

The charter school movement embodies the democratic principles our country was based upon.  We want students and families to continue to have a choice in educational opportunities.  We want you to have a voice in our school too.  Please give us your comments and get involved with the school.

Volunteer Opportunities:  

We are looking for some people to get involved in helping VGHS to thrive.  The following are critical areas where we currently need help.  Contact the school by phone at 758-5100 or contact us by email.  (Here is a list of each staff member’s email address:

gperry@vghs.org
ctorrez@vghs.org
tpadilla@vghs.org
dmanzella@vghs.org
twright@vghs.org
swhitney@vghs.org
dsmith@vghs.org
cskowronski@vghs.org
sdziewecynsnsky@vghs.org
mbarela@vghs.org
bpeterson@vghs.org
· School Advisory Group members (Greg Perry) – this will require that you be “on stand-by” to answer questions and to advise the board periodically.
· Fundraising (Greg Perry) – this will require help in planning and/or executing components of our fundraising program.  A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  Lots of help will be required throughout the year.
· Title Program Funding Advisory Group (Greg Perry) – In order for us to have money through Federal Title programs we need to have an advisory group in place to approve our spending plan.
· Media Relations Shepherd  (Greg Perry) – This will require somebody to develop a plan, to maintain good media relations, and to serve as an open channel from the school to local media outlets.
· Advising and assisting focus groups on Wednesdays as they begin to create their movie segments every Wednesday from noon until 2:30 throughout the remainder of the first semester. (T. Wright) 

· Planning for our move to Canon West.  (Greg Perry) A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  They are developing a plan that will be complex.  They will need assistance in executing the many aspects of this plan.
· Developing and executing plan for legislative involvement.  (Greg Perry)  This will require organizing meetings between our local legislators and interested parents.
We have a small staff yet so much to do.  Your student can use your help in planning critical events or accomplishing critical tasks.  The present moment is also a critical time for charter school supporters to make their voices heard.  If you would like to contribute in any of these ways please call 758-5100 and ask to speak to/leave a message for the person in parentheses or send an email.

“In-Training” Student-Led Conferences:

In place of a one-way conference where your student’s performance is told to you, your student will describe what s/he has been doing in school, goals/expectations s/he has been working on mastering, what s/he is doing as a next step and how s/he is planning on improving.  This is the first time we have done this yet it is critical to our school’s program.  Your crew leader should have contacted you to schedule a time for your student’s conference (which should last about an hour).  If you have not yet scheduled a time please call us at 758-5100 or email your student’s crew leader to talk to or leave a message for your crew leader.

Conferences will be scheduled during the school day on Tuesday, November 6, from 8:00am and into the early evening.  They will also be scheduled after school on Wednesday, November 7, from 2:45 into the evening.  There will be no regular classes on Tuesday.  Classes will be held as normal on Wednesday.

See you soon,

Greg Perry

VGHS Director 

