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Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

November 19, 2007 – First day of Thanksgiving Break

November 26, 2007 First school day after Thanksgiving Break

Volunteer Opportunities:  

Thank you to those who offered up their time and expertise to help VGHS accomplish critical tasks.  Opportunities still exist.  We can use your help.

We are looking for some people to get involved in helping VGHS to thrive.  The following are critical areas where we currently need help.  Contact the school by phone at 758-5100 or contact us by email.  (Here is a list of each staff member’s email address:

gperry@vghs.org
ctorrez@vghs.org
tpadilla@vghs.org
dmanzella@vghs.org
twright@vghs.org
swhitney@vghs.org
dsmith@vghs.org
cskowronski@vghs.org
sdziewecynsnsky@vghs.org
mbarela@vghs.org
bpeterson@vghs.org
· School Advisory Group members (Greg Perry) – this will require that you be “on stand-by” to answer questions and to advise the board periodically.
· Fundraising (Greg Perry) – this will require help in planning and/or executing components of our fundraising program.  A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  Lots of help will be required throughout the year.
· Title Program Funding Advisory Group (Greg Perry) – In order for us to have money through Federal Title programs we need to have an advisory group in place to approve our spending plan.
· Media Relations Shepherd  (Greg Perry) – This will require somebody to develop a plan, to maintain good media relations, and to serve as an open channel from the school to local media outlets.
· Advising and assisting focus groups on Wednesdays as they begin to create their movie segments every Wednesday from noon until 2:30 throughout the remainder of the first semester. (T. Wright) 

· Planning for our move to Canon West.  (Greg Perry) An Action Team of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  They are developing a plan that will be complex.  They will need assistance in executing the many aspects of this plan.
· Developing and executing plan for legislative involvement.  (Greg Perry)  This will require organizing meetings between our local legislators and interested parents.
We have a small staff yet so much to do.  Your student can use your help in planning critical events or accomplishing critical tasks.  The present moment is also a critical time for charter school supporters to make their voices heard.  If you would like to contribute in any of these ways please call 758-5100 and ask to speak to/leave a message for the person in parentheses or send an email.

“In-Training” Student-Led Conferences:

We completed our first ever Student-Led Conference last week.  We are pleased that each parent was able to spend time with his/her student and crew leader in order to hear about what the student has accomplished and how the student plans to improve in the future.  Student-led conferences will take place again in March.  They will be better as students and teachers are more experienced, have learned more about themselves and each other.
Crews and Service Projects
Crews have been busy deciding upon and finalizing plans for a service project to give as a gift to the school community.  Currently crews are working on these service projects.

· Planning and hosting a winter dance before the Christmas Break (Chad)

· Fundraising to pay for winter dance (Brenda/Dave)

· Setting up an efficient recycling program for VGHS (Mark)

· Organizing School Photos (Brenda)

· Improving VGHS meal program (Sarah)

Opportunities to help in these areas may come available.  Contact the indicated crew leaders if you have interest in helping out or expertise to share.

Peace,

Greg Perry

VGHS Director 

