Vista Grande High School

Update on the Charter Application Process

Very important public events have occurred for Vista Grande over the last week (written 2/2/06):

1) The Taos News and the Journal North have both been covering this past week's events concerning Vista Grande.  The Journal North should have a story today (Thursday Feb 2) but the content for the Taos News was "laid to bed" this week without any VGHS news in it.  Expect substantial print space and perhaps even multiple articles for Vista Grande in next week's Taos News (2/9).  Also Taos News Online should have an article in the next day or two--check it out!

2) A large crowd of Vista Grande supporters showed in force at the Taos School Board Public Hearing last Thursday evening, Jan 26th.  Over a hundred children and adults packed the Council Chambers and dozens of people--teens, parents, and grandmothers--spoke eloquently about the need for a choice in public high school in Taos County.  The crowd represented many cultures, races and economic classes, and came from all walks of life and all parts of our county.  The Taos School Board members left that night with a newfound sense of need in the community for a choice at the high school level.

3) The Taos School Board met two nights ago (Tues, 1/31) to decide upon the fate of the Vista Grande High School charter application.  They held the meeting on the last possible day of their deadline.  Ultimately, the Taos Board approved the charter (4-1 in favor), but with crippling constraints that would severely limit the school.

Their approval was contingent upon four items, two of which were unacceptable:

A) Reducing the total planned enrollment from 300 to 160.  This would, of course, cut our student population in almost half and turn us into a marginalized and separatist school of only 40 kids per grade.  They want as little impact on Taos High as possible, and this would certainly do it, allowing for so few kids to actually attend a different kind of public school that it wouldn't matter at all to the district.

B) Approval would be contingent upon VGHS' future negotiations with Taos Municipal food services and transportation, which I guess means they could pull the charter approval if in the future they didn't like the way we negotiated with those service providers.

4) So where to go next?  The Vista Grande Board is considering our options and gathering information.  It seems that we will file a "Notice of Appeal" within the next thirty days to the NM Public Education Department, as per law.  Our appeal will be protesting the "imposition of conditions" upon the charter, and we will be attempting to show that the conditions set by the Taos Board are not in the best interests of students and of the community.  It will be up to the Secretary of Education to determine the specifics of the new school’s approval.  But either way, Vista Grande High School is a reality for Taos County!

5) Besides the appeal, what to do next?  Whether we have 300 students or 160 as our target population, one thing is certain:  it's time to get busy developing the school curriculum and structures.  Starting this month, Vista Grande will be enlisting the expertise of 8-10 educators to be the VGHS School Development Team in the upcoming year.  This group of educators will be paid to participate in workshops over the coming year and create formative products for the new school, such as curricular units, lesson plans, schedules, codes of conduct, and a myriad of other structures that allow a new school to thrive.  Educators interested in being part of this Development Team should contact Todd Wynward (586-2285 or todd@rwcs.org) and plan to come to an evening potluck meeting February 13.  This info will go out locally and nationally very soon.

6)  Having help from the supporters of Vista Grande is crucial in the next five months.  If you can commit to five hours a month for the next five months--not a lot, really, to help make a great high school for our kids--please join our Vista Grande Leadership Team.  After June is over, you can quit and never lift another finger.  But right now, we've got important work to do, and we need YOU!!!

Regards, and thanks for your efforts--

Todd Wynward, Edwin Fernandez and Stephanie Owens

Vista Grande High School
