Medicine Expedition Fall 2008
Syllabus

Course Name:	Language Arts 
Instructor: 		Ms Dzieweczynski
Office Hours:		Tuesday 9-10 AM, Thursday 1-2 PM
Contact:		sdzieweczynski@vghs.org
Textbooks/Resources:
Daily Language Practice Transparencies grade 11, Prentice Hall
Handbook for Writers student edition (hardcover), Prentice Hall
Writing & Grammar Student Edition grade 11, Prentice Hall
Little, Brown handbook student edition, Prentice Hall

Course Description:
This course is an exploration literature, media and current events with a focus on synthesizing information to develop and articulate coherent data-based and solution based positions.  Focus will be given to developing written and verbal skills of debate and persuasion.  Control of grammar, writing structure, cultivation of vocabulary and knowledge of root words will be reinforced through out the course.


Long Term Learning Targets: 
· I can articulate how literature, media, and current events express the larger human experience. ESP 5.4
· I can demonstrate control of grammar.  
· I can synthesize multiple sources of information to develop a coherent data-based position on a topic. 2.2
· I can articulate and thoughtfully defend a persuasive, solution-based position.  ESP 1.1


Expectations:
This course includes fieldwork, projects, research, and classroom participation.  Homework may be assigned as needed.

Grading Policy:  Students will be scored on a scale of 1 to 4 (see below) on all Supporting Learning Targets.  These scores will be weighed to assess the accomplishment of the three Long Term Learning Targets. Overall scores for Long Term Learning Targets will be averaged to determine a final score for the course.  Scores translate to letter grades on the following scale:

4.0 – 3.5 – A
3.4 – 3.0 – B

Plus + and minus – will be awarded based on the overall quality and consistency of work.

The following grading scale applies to all coursework, projects, participation marks, and final product.
4 = Exemplary		3 = Accomplished	2 = Developing	1 = Beginning


Coursework:

Investigation One:

Projects (Evidence)
Medical Museum/Timeline
Disease Case Study
Interview of a Local Healer

Presentations (Evidence)
Non-western Medicine PowerPoint/research presentation 

Field Experiences – Dates 
Local Healer Shadow - reflections

Investigation Two:
Projects (Evidence)















“Dear Mr. President” statement
Rap to the FDA
Fishbowl discussion
Documentary Critique
Personal Health Statement 
Letter to your Senator

Presentations (Evidence)
Health Conference Debate on pro’s and con’s of Health Care systems 

Field Experiences – Dates 
Hospital/Clinic Visit - reflection
Insurance Agency Shadow - reflection
















Final Product – Celebration of Learning 12/11
Full participation in Health Symposium debate

Coordination of a Local Healer at Health Fair

Presentation of 1 or 2 Projects to an audience


Attendance Policy:
Students must attend class regularly and punctually.  Excessive absences may result in a student being dropped from the class.  It is UNM-Taos policy that a student MAY be dropped by their instructor after three absences. 




Attendance - 	___%
Participation - ___%
Homework -	___%
Tests -		___%
Quizzes -	___%
Midterm -	___%
Final exam - 	___%
Other -		___%
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