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Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

This newsletter is given to students every Monday during the school year.  Copies are also available in our main office and on our website at vghs.org (click on “VGHS Community” then “Newsletters”).

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

January 11
Last day of Winterim 

January 14
Inservice day – no school for students

January 21
Inservice day – no school for students

January 24
All Sophomores must be present for the NMHSCE (High School Competency Exam)

Enrollment for the 2008-09 School Year
Students enrolled this year will be automatically enrolled for next school year.  For new students we will be accepting applications starting at this time.  Applications are available on our website at vghs.org.

Spring Expedition

Our spring expedition is called, “Can Changing A Light Bulb Change the World?”  We are very excited about what the students will be accomplishing during the semester such as:

· creating an E-Zine about energy where students can post articles about energy.  This will be published on the intenet

· conducting energy audits for homes and businesses

· selling compact fluorescent (CF) bulbs to make money and to lower area energy demands,
The expedition is the foundation for our semester and students will be engaged in creating products that will promote the learning goals of the expedition.  Teachers will spend the two weeks (eight school days) completing some preliminary activities in which they begin to develop some skills they will need in order to have a successful expedition.

Computer Usage at School and at Home

By now you should have received a copy of the information you need to insure your student’s computer when it is away from school.  Once insurance is acquired and s/he gets an OK from our technology coordinator (Brenda Peterson) your student will be able to take his/her computer home.

Lunches

Remember that you can pay for your student’s meals in advance.  Checks should be written to TMS.  This makes it easier on us (and on you since you can pay many days early and you get a free meal for each two weeks you pay early).  Students can pay their first period teacher when lunch counts are made. If you do not wish to participate in the school lunch program make sure your student comes to school with a meal to eat.  Lunches from home are much more nutritious than purchased fast food and cost less than these unhealthy alternatives.  

Fundraising in 2008

We are beginning to prepare for a large fundraiser prior to spring break.  Our desire is to have one large well-planned event rather than to repeatedly appeal to families.  Our goal is to have a well-attended dinner, dance and auction/raffle on the evening of March 15, 2008.  As we prepare for this we will need the help of each family.  This will include asking each student to find an item from a local business for us to use as in our auction/raffle.  You can acquire that anytime between now and early spring and bring it in to VGHS.  We will then note your family’s contribution for the event.

Continued Volunteer Opportunities:

· Thank you to those who offered up their time and expertise to help VGHS accomplish critical tasks.  Opportunities still exist.  We can use your help.  We are looking for some people to get involved in helping VGHS to thrive.  The following are critical areas where we currently need help.  Contact the school by phone at 758-5100 or contact us by email. School Advisory Group members (Greg Perry) – this will require that you be “on stand-by” to answer questions and to advise the board periodically.
· Title Program Funding Advisory Group (Greg Perry) – In order for us to have money through Federal Title programs we need to have an advisory group in place to approve our spending plan.
· Media Relations Shepherd  (Greg Perry) – This will require somebody to develop a plan, to maintain effective media relations, and to serve as a channel from the school to local media outlets.
· Developing and executing plan for legislative involvement.  (Greg Perry)  This will require organizing meetings between our local legislators and interested parents.
We have a small staff yet so much to do.  Your student can use your help in planning critical events or accomplishing critical tasks.  The present moment is also a critical time for charter school supporters to make their voices heard.  If you would like to contribute in any of these ways please call 758-5100 and ask to speak to/leave a message for the person in parentheses or send an email.

Peace,

Greg Perry

