[image: image1.jpg]igh SChoOl
ta Grande Hig
vista ¢
,‘\,,





Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

This newsletter is given to students every week during the school year.  Copies are also available in our main office and on our website at vghs.org (click on “VGHS Community” then “Newsletters”).

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

January 21
Inservice day – no school for students

January 22-24
All Sophmores must be present for the NMHSCE (High School Competency Exam)

February 18-29
Winter Break/Presidents’ Day Holiday

NMSCHE Testing

All 10th grade students must take the NMHSCE each morning on January 22, 23 and 24th.  Passing all portions of the test is a requirement to receive a diploma in New Mexico. Make sure your student comes to school rested and prepared to take this test and that they have had a healthy breakfast.

Spring Expedition

Can changing a light bulb change the world?  This is the title of our spring Learning Expedition.  Students will spend the next two weeks building skills in preparation for the expedition.  Beginning January 28 students will begin to create their products for the expedition.  They will write a piece of speculative fiction, create models of energy efficient building designs, learning to create an energy audit for a home or building, promote and/or sell compact fluorescent light bulbs and renewable energy blocks, record radio spots, write articles for an on line magazine (E-Zine) and more all in preparation for an Energy Summit in our facility on May 15 (mark your calendar)

Makeup Work / Incompletes

Students have until January 21 to complete all work from the first semester.  After this date any grade of I in a class means that it will have to be retaken since no credit will be given to the student.

Computer Usage at School and at Home

By now you should have received a copy of the information you need to insure your student’s computer when it is away from school.  Once insurance is acquired and s/he gets an OK from our technology coordinator (Brenda Peterson) your student will be able to take his/her computer home.

Grant Writing

We have funds to pay individuals for grants written on behalf of VGHS.  If a grant is awarded to the school we can compensate the writer an amount equal to 8% of the grant awarded.  This offer can be extended for the first 62,000 of grants awarded. Please call Mr. Perry at 758-5100.

Lunches

Remember that you can pay for your student’s meals in advance.  Checks should be written to TMS.  This makes it easier on us (and on you since you can pay many days early and you get a free meal for each two weeks you pay early).  Students can pay their first period teacher when lunch counts are made. If you do not wish to participate in the school lunch program make sure your student comes to school with a meal to eat.  Lunches from home are much more nutritious than purchased fast food and cost less than these unhealthy alternatives. 

Parent Involvement

We need the help of parents in many ways.  We are a small staff with so much to do.  We are not well funded and need to raise more funds to support our ambitious plans.  Your energy and passion is needed!  Please contact us if you can help us plan and execute our fundraising activity.

School Fees

VGHS used the additional amounts we collected in the fall to pay for transportation and for food during the week we took your student backpacking (It costs about $25.00 per day to transport and feed students into and in the wilderness and care form them while there). Wilderness experiences such as these are important to our program and they are expensive.  We spent all the money and more to pay for these expenses.  The backpacking trip is a critical part of each school year. We appreciate your family’s contribution to the success of this fall trip.  The trip was required yet the amount you paid can only be voluntary.  We thank you for paying this extra amount for your child’s trip.  If you require that the fees you paid be reimbursed back to you please contact me, Greg Perry, at 758-5100 so that we can discuss these arrangements.

Canon West

It is nearly done!  We hope to move in at the end of next Friday and be in our building on January 28.  Yippee!

Tutoring 

Tutoring is still available each Monday, Wednesday and Friday starting at 2:30pm.  At times we may require your student to remain after school to complete important assignments.  Our afternoon electives program will continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting in our new location.

Peace,

Greg Perry

