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Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

December 5  
Guest Speakers in the morning

December 10-11
VGHS Picture Days

December 13  
Documentary showing at TCA (time to be announced).  This date is the VGHS “Celebration of Learning” originally scheduled for 12/14/07.
December 17
Deadline for ordering pictures

December 19 
Narrative Assessment for all students

December 21  
Last day of first semester

January 2  
First day of Winterim Session

Documentary Filming:

The students and staff of VGHS successfully completed the filming and editing of their documentary segments.  The whole school will be watching them this coming Wednesday during afternoon crew time and students will be completing final edits.  Some focus groups who need to do more will need to stay after school on Monday, December 3 in order to complete the work.  The showing at the TCA is next week.  Remember that family are encouraged to attend the showing at 7:00pm at the TCA. A reception will follow.  Ask your student for the invitations that are being distributed this week.  This student-produced film is the final product of their fall expedition.  Other significant assignments students are to have completed are:

· Barriers Essay

· Human Body System Project

· Video Diary Entries #1 and #2

· “This I Believe” Essay

Organic Lunch Anyone?

A parent is interested in finding another parent to make organic/nutritious meals for their child.  This parent can pay for the food and time involved.  If you already make meals for your child and are interested in responding to this please call Linda at 758-7510.

Board Meetings:

The VGHS Board of Trustees has its next regular meeting on Monday, December 10, 2007 at 5:15pm at our school location.  It is a meeting open to the public as well as to public comment.  The agenda is posted in advance on our front door.  

Student Photographs

We will be taking photographs of our students next Monday, December 10 and 11, 2007 during the school day.  We are using our own resources and technologies to do this (might as well take advantage of our computers and other digital technologies).  Prints will be available for preview on Wednesday, December 12 through Friday, December 14.  Order forms and payments will be accepted from December 12 through December 17, 2007.  Orders received by Friday, December 14 will be placed so that they are received before the beginning of Christmas break.

Continued Volunteer Opportunities:

Thank you to those who offered up their time and expertise to help VGHS accomplish critical tasks.  Opportunities still exist.  We can use your help.  We are looking for some people to get involved in helping VGHS to thrive.  The following are critical areas where we currently need help.  Contact the school by phone at 758-5100 or contact us by email.  (Here is a list of each staff member’s email address:

gperry@vghs.org
ctorrez@vghs.org
tpadilla@vghs.org
dmanzella@vghs.org
twright@vghs.org or tandmfw@aol.com
swhitney@vghs.org
dsmith@vghs.org
cskowronski@vghs.org
sdziewecynsnsky@vghs.org
mbarela@vghs.org
bpeterson@vghs.org
· School Advisory Group members (Greg Perry) – this will require that you be “on stand-by” to answer questions and to advise the board periodically.
· Fundraising (Greg Perry) – this will require help in planning and/or executing components of our fundraising program.  A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  Lots of help will be required throughout the year.
· Title Program Funding Advisory Group (Greg Perry) – In order for us to have money through Federal Title programs we need to have an advisory group in place to approve our spending plan.
· Media Relations Shepherd  (Greg Perry) – This will require somebody to develop a plan, to maintain effective media relations, and to serve as a channel from the school to local media outlets.
· Assisting in the planning and showing of “Taos Teens: an endangered species?” (T. Wright)

· Executing our move to Canon West. Finding sponsors for our sign at Canon West  (Greg Perry) An Action Team of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  They are developing a plan and will need assistance in executing the many aspects of this plan.
· Developing and executing plan for legislative involvement.  (Greg Perry)  This will require organizing meetings between our local legislators and interested parents.
We have a small staff yet so much to do.  Your student can use your help in planning critical events or accomplishing critical tasks.  The present moment is also a critical time for charter school supporters to make their voices heard.  If you would like to contribute in any of these ways please call 758-5100 and ask to speak to/leave a message for the person in parentheses or send an email.

Winterim:

The VGHS Winterim Session begins on January 2 and ends on January 11, 2007.  A variety of courses are being offered and students have signed up for the course they wish to take.  This winterim session is a critical part of the VGHS curricular plan.  Each student will be given a partial credit toward graduation by taking a Winterim course each year they attend VGHS.  Bear in mind that since we are resuming class early for Winterim there will be no transportation to and from school from January 2 to January 4.  Regular bus transportation will resume on Monday January 6.  Since many of the students will be away from school we ask that students bring food to sustain through the day.

Peace,

Greg Perry

