[image: image1.jpg]igh SChoOl
ta Grande Hig
vista ¢
,‘\,,





Dear parents/guardians and supporters of VGHS students:

Upcoming Planned Events/Important Dates:

December 10-11
VGHS Picture Days

December 13  
Documentary showing at TCA at 7:00pm.  A reception will follow. This date is the “Celebration of Learning” originally scheduled for 12/14/07.
December 17
Deadline for ordering pictures

December 19 
Narrative Assessment for all students

December 21  
Last day of first semester

January 2  
First day of Winterim Session

Winterim 

TMS has agreed to transport our students to school and home again starting Jan 2.  

Ski and Snowboard Elective 
If you are interested in skiing or snowboarding at Angel Fire Resort this winter, it is time to act and enroll in the program!  We will begin the program on Wednesday January 16, 2008 and participate for five consecutive Wednesday’s.  Cost of the program is $150, which includes transportation to Angel Fire and back, ski or snowboard equipment rental, lift ticket, and a two-hour lesson each day.  Besides having a great time, you will receive 1⁄4 credit as a physical elective.  Bring your check for $150 made payable to VGHS by December 17, 2007 and give it to Mr. Barela.

Computer Usage at School and at Home

After one school term of computer use (during which students have been preparing themselves for home computer use) we are preparing to have computers available for home use.  The computers are useful, fragile, valuable and very portable.  They also represent a significant investment in the future of Vista Grande High School and in your student.

Before your student takes his/her computer home the following must have occurred:

· Full payment of all school fees for the 2007-2008 school year

· Verification of adequate insurance (more information about this will follow)

· Demonstrated responsible use of the assigned computer

Taos Teens Documentary Showing

The student documentary, Taos Teens: an Endangered Species is scheduled to show at the TCA at 7:00pm this Thursday, December 13.  Students will gather at VGHS on La Posta at 6:00pm to be prepared for the limousine ride to the TCA.  Parents, families and invited guests can go directly to the TCA for the premier.  We hope that all families will turn out for this event.  A reception will follow at the Stables Gallery (that has been generously offered for our use).  Thank you to those who have already offered to assist in preparation for this event.  If you are able to help prepare for the reception please contact Ms. T at tandmfw@aol.com or call her at school (758-5100) and ask her what you can do to help.

Organic Lunch Anyone?

A parent is interested in finding another parent to make organic/nutritious meals for their child.  This parent can pay for the food and time involved.  If you already make meals for your child and are interested in responding to this please call Linda at 758-7510.

Lunches

Remember that you can pay for your student’s meals in advance.  This makes it easier on us (and on you since you can pay many days early and you get a free meal for each two weeks you pay early).  Students can pay their first period teacher when lunch counts are made.

Continued Volunteer Opportunities:

Thank you to those who offered up their time and expertise to help VGHS accomplish critical tasks.  Opportunities still exist.  We can use your help.  We are looking for some people to get involved in helping VGHS to thrive.  The following are critical areas where we currently need help.  Contact the school by phone at 758-5100 or contact us by email.  (Here is a list of each staff member’s email address:

gperry@vghs.org
ctorrez@vghs.org
tpadilla@vghs.org
dmanzella@vghs.org
tandmfw@aol.com
swhitney@vghs.org
dsmith@vghs.org
cskowronski@vghs.org
sdziewecynsnsky@vghs.org
mbarela@vghs.org
bpeterson@vghs.org
· School Advisory Group members (Greg Perry) – this will require that you be “on stand-by” to answer questions and to advise the board periodically.
· Fundraising (Greg Perry) – this will require help in planning and/or executing components of our fundraising program.  A subcommittee of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  Lots of help will be required throughout the year.
· Title Program Funding Advisory Group (Greg Perry) – In order for us to have money through Federal Title programs we need to have an advisory group in place to approve our spending plan.
· Media Relations Shepherd  (Greg Perry) – This will require somebody to develop a plan, to maintain effective media relations, and to serve as a channel from the school to local media outlets.
· Assisting in the planning and showing of “Taos Teens: an endangered species?” (T. Wright)

· Executing our move to Canon West. Finding sponsors for our sign at Canon West  (Greg Perry) An Action Team of the Board of Trustees is responsible for this now.  They are developing a plan and will need assistance in executing the many aspects of this plan.
· Developing and executing plan for legislative involvement.  (Greg Perry)  This will require organizing meetings between our local legislators and interested parents.
We have a small staff yet so much to do.  Your student can use your help in planning critical events or accomplishing critical tasks.  The present moment is also a critical time for charter school supporters to make their voices heard.  If you would like to contribute in any of these ways please call 758-5100 and ask to speak to/leave a message for the person in parentheses or send an email.

Peace,

Greg Perry

